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There are a number of colonial nesting species on West Ironbound.

Firstly, there has been a double-crested cormorant colony on the
island for the past four years. The number of nests for this colony has
dropped from 150 down to 38. This year, on an initial visit to the
island, all nests were occupied. On a second visit all nests had been
abandoned and the colony failed for whatever reason.

Gull breeding is healthy on the island. Last year there were about 150
pair of herring gulls and this year I would estimate about 100

pair. With greater black-backed gulls there are probably about 30
pairs nesting, which is down substantially from last year.

The good news is that my initial estimate of great blue heron nests on
the island was about 7-10. I would now say that there are 15-20
nests. A lot of the nests had actively begging young who were very
vocal. This is very significant.

Another significant species on the island is the blackpoll warbler. They
breed along our eastern shores, but are rare locally in regards to
breeding. Although I've not been able to confirm breeding, they have
been present on the island for the last four years. This year I saw a
single female and three singing males.

Other bird species present and I've confirmed as breeding both past
and present, on the island are Common eider (low numbers only), red-
eyed vireo, American robin, European starling, yellow-rumped warbler,
savannah sparrow, song sparrow, and white-throated sparrows and
common grackle.

Possible breeders, but not confirmed are: mallard, great cormorant,
willet, black guillemot, northern flicker, blue-headed vireo, American
crow, Common raven, black-capped chickadee, boreal chickadee, red-
breasted nuthatch, ruby-crowned kinglet, hermit thrush, northern
parula, yellow warbler, magnolia warbler, black-throated green
warbler, common yellowthroat, dark-eyed junco (aggitated behaviour),
purple finch, red crossbill, pine siskin, and American goldfinch.

In migration only was an Eastern wood pewee seen on the island.
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